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functions revealed in experience" (p. 28). Locke's "assumption 
of the current metaphysics" continually obstructs the course of his 
thinking. ' ' For, just as the composition theory, in the form in which 
it was put forward by him, sought to resolve the contents of our 
ideas into a number of separate and self-identical units of experi- 
ence, so the metaphysics, which he inherited, held that reality con- 
sists of a number of separate and self-identical substances, or units 
of being" (p. 92). 

The reviewer has chosen to state the author's general thesis at 
some length rather than to summarize the details of his treatment 
of various topics, for the author's handling of the separate prob- 
lems depends on this thesis, and forms, indeed, its vindication. It 
may be pointed out, however, that in Chapter 7, which is entitled 
"The Kinds and Limits of Knowledge," we find the disentangling 
of the various unresolved difficulties in Locke's theory of knowledge, 
and their connection with the different elements of Locke's thought 
stated above. 

Part II. of the book is devoted to the historical relations of 
Locke's doctrine. Considering its compass, it forms the best dis- 
cussion of the relations that we possess. Successive chapters deal 
with the relations between Locke and Scholasticism (chap. 8), Des- 
cartes (chap. 9), Contemporary English Philosophy (chap. 10), 
Leibniz (chaps. 11 and 12), and Kant (chap. 13). 

As a final word, it may be said that Mr. Gibson has rendered an 
important service by writing this book, and his work should serve 
as a corrective to the unjust treatment that Locke receives in so 
many of our histories of philosophy. 

Albert G. A. Balz. 

University of Vibginia. 
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